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TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 


MEMORANDUM 


SUBJECT: Draft of President Thieu's Speech: Washington's 

Comments. 


1. Washington feels that the text of the speech is somewhat 
ambiguous in regard to whether or not you will be a candidate 
in a new election. It is our strong opinion that you should not 
foreclose your candidacy at this time. If you are considering 
this clause, we believe it should be reserved for the negotiations. 
If we are asked about this issue, we plan to take the line that you 
are free to run in a new election and that the decision is up to 
you. 

2. Proposed Changes in President Nixon's Speech: We hope 
that the following language will he et your concerns. It makes 
clear that you will spell out the elements of the election and that 
it is you who is making the offer to step down. 

3. On the other hand, the President would like to give some 
idea of the election proposal while making it clear this is South 
Viet-Nam's responsibility. Also, we wish to simplify the 
reference to the agreement in principle and the final agreement 
aspect. 
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